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a mission, which is bound to prove fatal, takes his fill
of love and, when the girl's father reproaches him, he
accuses him of a jealous desire to retain the girPs devotion
for himself. War is terrible and absurd, love a flower
to be plucked in the shadow of death. Yet there is no
propaganda. The play is one of emotional situations
presented with beauty and restraint. Then there is
Siegfried by Jean Giraudoux, a symbolic piece showing
patriotism and love triumphing over the lure of political
power. The chief character is a Frenchman who loses
his memory and is taken for a German. His fiancee
recognises him and slowly his memory returns. In the
end he throws up a brilliant political position in Germany
and goes back with her to his native land. In The Man
I Killed Maurice Rostand takes for his hero a young
Frenchman who cannot get out of his thoughts the face
of a German soldier whom he killed in the war. To
regain his peace of mind he seeks out the parents intending
to confess and ask their forgiveness. They take him
for a friend of their dead son and he cannot bring himself
to undeceive them. Eventually he falls in love with
the dead man's fiancee and she finds out his secret. She
masters her first feeling of revulsion and goes through
with the wedding, leaving the parents still in ignorance
of the truth. It is an interesting play but rather too
obviously an exposure of the futility of war and a plea
for better Franco-German relations.

Human Flesh by Henry Bataille is an episodic piece.
In the first act a young man, shortly about to be married,
takes leave of the working girl who has borne him a son.
Twenty years later, during the War, he has become an
important government contractor and, bowing to his
wife's wishes, uses his influence to keep his legitimate
son out of the danger zone. His former mistress, now
a middle-aged woman whom he has not seen for years,
comes to inform him that her son has been killed in
action. He is filled with grief and shame and tells his